
 
 
Week 4, April 30, 2021 
 

Dear WeLearn Parents, Students and Families: 
 

We are excited to welcome you back for the next coming school term 3 of this school year, which once again 
will start off as a purely virtual program.  
 

Since our last communication with you on Monday, the Thai government has tightened and increased 
restrictions on activities in the “Red Zone”, which of course includes Bangkok.  As such, our center will remain 
closed to students for at least two more weeks -- until May 17.  We trust that everyone will stay safe at home 
during this third and hopefully final wave of COVID-19.  
 

At WeLearn, we have been working hard these past weeks to plan a virtual Project Based Learning (PBL) 
and Innovation program that will give our students the same quality hands-on and group learning that they 
experience in the Center.  We have engaged new coaches, created a new innovation program and developed 
meaningful new PBL topics for both our primary and secondary students.   
 

One of the key benefits of being a WeLearn family during these difficult remote learning times is that our 
students are already very adept at pursuing their core academic studies independently, online through 
Acellus, Wolsey Hall Oxford, or one of our other curriculum providers.  This significantly lightens the burden 
on parents during remote learning, and empowers our students.   
 

I invite you to continue reading the rest of this newsletter to make sure you are aware of important information 
on changes to our program, tech issues, orientation week schedule, PBL topics, new coaches, mentors and 
staff and other issues. 
 

Thank you again for your patience, flexibility, and belief in WeLearn, as we all work together to develop self-
directed learners, who are able to follow their passions to great futures. 
 

CEO and Founder 
David Doran 
 

+++ 
 

 

 



Virtual Orientation Week, May 3-7, 2021 
The virtual orientation for the new term will begin next week, May 3-7, 2021, from 10am to 3pm. During the 
orientation week, we will be having three different workshops pertaining to the following topics: The STEM 
Innovation Program (Primary), The Microsoft Education Learning Platform (Secondary), and Technical and 
Essay Writing for both sections.  
 

New Coaches and Mentors 
We are happy to introduce to you our new coaches and mentors that will be working with our students starting 
this term. 
 

Mena Basily 
Coach Mena (MB) will be the Head of the STEM Innovation Department. He is a 
person full of energy and enthusiasm in technology and innovation. He is from New 
Zealand, a graduate of a dual degree in Computer Science, an experienced teacher 
with more than ten years of experience in the IT industry. He has been involved in 
working on different community projects.  
 

 

 

Christopher McPherson 
Coach Chris will be the Head of Project-Based Learning and curriculum development. 
He has been a Lead IB Teacher at Jiuyue EDUTech Group in Beijing, China for about 
4 years and has been the PBL Curriculum Coordinator (STEAM Projects) in the IB 
PYP at ETU International School, the past two years.  
 

 

 
Sarah Ruth Sohail  
Coach Sarah will be co-coaching the secondary section and will also be one of the 
new mentors. She’s truly passionate in the field of Science and Medicine, a fresh 
graduate in Biology and has been a teaching assistant in the Science Department at 
Asia-Pacific International University in the past three years. Sarah has been greatly 
involved in numerous community schools as a volunteer teacher in Science, English, 
and Bible lessons.  
 

 

Mark Norman 

Coach Mark is one of our WeLearn parents in the primary and currently our lead 
partner for our Project-Based Learning program at WeLearn Sunsaray branch. He 
was formerly the Camp and Academic Director at Raffles Education Corporation in 
Singapore, the past few years. He was also a former Evaluation Manager for Testing 
Services at IStudy Education Board, in Thailand. Coach Mark will take the place of 
Coach Susanna in the delivery of the Primary PBL for the next term.  

 

 

Andrew Doran 

Coach Andrew has been an off-site mentor at WeLearn since two years back and is 

currently still in the US. He is one of the pioneers and founder of the WeLearn 

education program. He happens to be the eldest son of Mr. David, the CEO and 

founding father of WeLearn.  

 

 



New Marketing and Recruitment Manager 

We are pleased to welcome one of our parents to the WeLearn Team as our new Marketing & Recruitment 
Manager. 

 

 
Kim Anderson has many years of online and SEO marketing experience from 
previous companies in Europe and Asia. Kim started just last month and we have 
already seen interest in WeLearn’s unique and progressive learning model 
increase significantly on social media and google.  Welcome to the team 
Kim.  Kim’s son JJ is one of our very active secondary students.  
 

 
 
Start to use WeLearn’s Course Matching & Tracking Platform 
We will start using our www.welearn.org platform this term. Students will be creating accounts and logging 
into the platform during orientation week.  We are in the process of uploading all Welearn courses (PBL, 
innovation) as well the student’s online learning courses form Acellus or other providers. Once in the system, 
students will link their courses to their dashboard, which will monitor their progress against their chosen 
deadlines.  Everything will be in one clear dashboard for easy tracking.  We will also ask parents to set up 
accounts on our platform so they can also access their children’s learning dashboard and keep informed of 
progress.  
 

WeLearn Students Email Addresses 
We acquired WeLearn Education Licences in Google and Microsoft Suites. We are now able to create a 
secure email account for each student under the official welearn.org domain. All students are to use their 
new <nickname>.<first 2 letters of surname>@welearn.org email accounts for their school related work. This 
will allow learners to securely share and collaborate  
with other students from WeLearn.  
Contact the help center @ http://bit.ly/WeLearn-HelpDesk for all Tech related issues. 
 

STEM Innovation Program  
WeLearn STEM Innovation program for this term will focus on the curriculum of Creative Computing. Creative 
computing is about creativity. It supports the development of personal connections to computing, by drawing 
upon creativity, imagination, and interests. It also emphasizes knowledge, practices, and fundamental 
literacies that young people need to create the types of dynamic and interactive computational media that 
they enjoy in their daily lives. 
There are many different tools that can be used for creative computing. However, we use Scratch as a 
programming language where people can create a wide variety of interactive media projects – animations, 

stories, games, and more – and share those projects with others in an online community. Innovation 
Newsletter May 2021 Click! 
 

 
Student Counseling Services 
WeLearn will now be providing additional counseling services under our Beyond Tutoring program in order 
to ensure that proper support is provided to meet every child’s social, emotional, and psychological needs, 
while working with them towards fulfilling their personalized learning plan. These services include: College 
and Career Counseling- for secondary students preparing for their university admission, and Pastoral 
Counseling - for any students needing support or guidance on issues related to social and emotional well-
being, behavioral or disciplinary issues, or other psychological needs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.welearn.org/
http://welearn.org/
http://welearn.org/
http://bit.ly/WeLearn-HelpDesk
https://welearnorg-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/gap_welearn_org/EQeV-y7WCuVKqgU68zjFW8kBsO_oWMcFK4e5ummv-mN8Ag?e=hZzbZx


Secondary PBL (Term 3- 2021) 
This term, PBL for secondary will be handled differently than previous sessions.  We have identified three 
diverse PBL topics that should be quite relevant to our students and have great potential for positive social 
impact for ingenious teams. Details of each topic will be provided to students during orientation week.  The 
topics are:  
 

 

Articifial Intelligence and Robotics 

 
To prepare our students for the careers of today - and tomorrow, 
learners should start exploring the world of artificial intelligence (AI) and 
Robotics while considering it as an integral part of their lives. AI and 
Robotics are also critical elements of WeLearn future skills and the 
STEM Innovation program. The students who have chosen this topic 
will build their knowledge and skills about AI and consider the 
capabilities, risks, and ethical questions in using AI. The final product 
of this pbl topic will be developing a solution to the problems we are 
facing in our communities, using AI and Robotics. 
 

 

WeLearn KidKoin (CryptoCurrency 

 
Students will design a cryptocurrency like BitCoin or a “Utility Token” for 
WeLearn and prepare for its launch.  Student teams will be using 
WeLearn’s Design Thinking process and milestones to address the basic 
questions in understanding cryptocurrencies, designing  WeLearn’s 
KidKoin and preparing to launch WeLearn’s KidKoin to the market -- or 
present before the board of WeLearn why they have  decided that a 
WeLearn  KidKoin would not be a good idea.  In addition to pitching the 
KidKoin to potential investors, students will need to prepare a draft “white 
paper” and consider an ICO (“International Coin Offering”)  

 

 

 

WeLearn@Morgan Village 

 
Morgan Village is a village on Koh Surin where formerly nomadic Sea 
Gypsies or « Moken » people,  of the Andaman sea have settled down 
in a permanent village. WeLearn founder David Doran visited Morgan 
Village in March this year and was impressed by the opportunities and 
potential to bring a WeLearn Academy program there.  It would be a 
perfect test case of whether and how WeLearn could positively impact 
and dramatically change the lives of children in poor and remote 
villages depending on one or two sources of income.  Achieving such 
transformative impact is a key part of the WeLearn Mission.  

 

This PBL will require students to design a comprehensive plan for bringing WeLearn to Morgan Village. A 
field trip to the village is also suggested.   There are many socio-economic issues to be addressed by 
students, such as the ability of children, their access to devices, internet, electricity, AC, benefit of skills 
acquired at WLA, career or education tract after graduation, and many others.   
 

 

 

 



Primary PBL (Term 3- 2021) 

The primary PBL topic for this term is ‘Ready for Anything: How can we keep our communities safe in the 
face of natural hazards?’ 

 

The primary students will conduct an in-depth research on natural 
hazards and interview people virtually who have experienced 
these hazards firsthand, like industry experts, scientists, 
engineers, and disaster preparedness specialists. Their goal is to 
create a detailed prevention plan for a natural hazard of their 
choosing. As a group they will prepare a campaign or guide for 
different natural hazards that will be presented during a showcase 
day. These campaigns can be assessed by a local expert and 
feedback provided to the students.  
 

 
Introducing Microsoft 365 Education Platform for Secondary  
We are introducing a new platform that will facilitate remote learning and seamless project collaboration in 
the classroom that is safe and secure for a collaborative learning environment. This experience will also equip 
students with a suite of skills and applications that employers value most in a professional working 
environment. Microsoft 365 Suite also allows students to organize class materials, digital notes, files, 
portfolios, chats or video calls, presentations and many more into a single platform that may be accessed 
anytime, anywhere from any device. 


